
Tacubaya Observatory (1876-1954) 
The first four directors at the NAO were engineers: Angel Anguiano (1840-1921) from 1876 to 1899; 

Felipe Valley (? -1910) From 1899 to 1910; Valentin Gama (1868-1942) from 1910 to 1914, and 

Joaquín Gallo (1882 -1965) from 1914 to 1947. 

From 1876-1947 NAO functions were divided in types: the actual astronomical ones, which were 
mainly directed to the astronomy of position study and dissemination (including observation of 
asteroids, comets, planets and solar eclipses), and a range of services related to astronomy and 
earth sciences that through the years were channeled to other institutions such as: geodesy, 
mapping, geomagnetism, climatology, seismography and hour service. 
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The following dates are some of the major anniversaries associated with this period. 

Angel Anguiano was a Diaz Covarrubias disciple. In 1876 he received the task of directing the 

NAO, inaugurated in 1878 in the Castle of Chapultepec. The creation of the NAO was due, as 

already noted, to the good offices of Vicente Riva Palacio (1832-1896) and Diaz Covarrubias. 

Astronomers convinced Porfirio Diaz (1830-1915) of the importance of the project telling him that 

the observatory would allow precise mapping for the whole republic, besides attending strictly 

astronomical aspects. 

In 1881, the first National Astronomical Observatory Yearbook is published, a publication continued 
unabated to date. In 1883, the National Astronomical Observatory is moved to the former 
Archbishop Palace in Tacubaya. 
 



 
 
In 1887, the National Astronomical Observatory receives an invitation from Admiral Mouchez (1821-
1892), director of the Paris Observatory, to participate in the international Carta de Cielo project. In 
this project the Tacubaya Observatory was in charge of cover strip between the -9 and -17 degrees 
declines, approximately 2450 square degrees, i.e. 6% of the of sky area. In 1891, the refracting 
telescope is installed in Tacubaya, and his task was to take the photographic plates of Carte du 
Ciel, which was also called La Carte du Ciel. 
In 1908, new building of the National Astronomical Observatory at Tacubaya is inaugurated. And in 
1929, the decree of UNAM is issued, which states that the NAO becomes part of this university. 
 
Guillermo Haro (1913-1988) was director of the National Astronomical Observatory from 1948 to 
1968. In 1951 the telescopes from the Tacubaya Observatory relocated in a piece of land next to 
the Tonantzintla Astrophysical Observatory. This relocation was necessary due to the light pollution 
of Mexico City. However, when the refracting telescope responsible for the Carte du Ciel project 
from Tacubaya to Tonantzintla was relocated, it was no longer possible to take second period 
plates for determining high precision movements. 
 
In 1954 the NAO left its offices in Tacubya to settle in the recently created Ciudad Universitaria. 
Later on, the building of Tacubaya was demolished and the land was used to house one of UNAM’s 
high schools. 
 
In 1964 after having published the Astrographic Catalogue and the Sky Map of the assigned zone 
of the Tacubaya Observatory, Mexico fulfilled both commitments made with the Carte du Ciel 
project. 
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In 1967 the Institute of Astronomy of the UNAM was created, it includes the NAO and its 
commitments related to positional astronomy, such as: the development of NAO’s yearbook, 
that keeps being published, and the attraction of public’s attention towards all kind of 
astronomical phenomena. 
 

 


