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Recent HST imagery of ) Carinae (Hester et al. 1991,
AJ, 102, 654; Ebbets et al. 1993, 34th Hertsmonceux
Conf., p. 95) show remarkable structures in this sys-
tem arising from the major shell ejection episode dur-
ing the mid-19th century from a (once!) LBV star.
This high resolution structure is compared with nu-
merous velocity features evident on longslit echelle
spectra of several locations across the 7 Car system
taken with the CTIO 4-m telescope. Radial, tangen-
vial, and space velocities for the various parts of the
complex system are presented. The highest velocity
structures are consistent with being ejected in the
mid-19th century, although numerous slower moving
(previously ejected) components in the system are
evident as well. Overall, the kinematics of the differ-
ent parts of the system are consistent with the basic
shell model of Hester et al., except that the “South
Ridge” is now interpreted to be a previously ejected
shell (~ 300 yrs old; vezp & 800 km s~!) —rather
than just limb-brightened “cap” of emitting mate-
rial. Finally, the HST imagery of the Ridge show
numerous small knots embedded in the more diffuse
ridge material, which apparently are the high veloc-
ity knots (v ~ 102 km s~!) previously noted by Du-
four (1989, RevMexAA, 18, 87).
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Several photographic plates were exposed in UBV R
with the Bochum super wide angle camera at the site
of the European Southern Observatory (ESO) at La
Silla, Chile. For calibration, this work was accompa-
nied by photoelectric measurements (Schmidt-Kaler
et al. 1983). By reducing these plates of extinc-
tion, airglow and zodiacal light and combining and
averaging them, four maps and their corresponding
colour maps of the Southern Milky Way resulted with
a resolution of 0°.25 x 0°.25 (Hoffmann 1992; Hoff-
mann et al. 1993; Kimeswenger et al. 1993; Tap-
pert et al. 1993). For this presentation, the region
315° < £ < 265° 20° < b < 20° has been cut out
of the maps. Positions of local dark clouds and OB
associations are examined. A rough estimation of
the FWHM of the central galactic dust lane cutting
through the 5 Car region gives a value of about 2°.4
(£ 0°.7). Features of the Carina region will be dis-
cussed based on the colour maps.
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