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FORTY-TWO YEARS OF REVISTA MEXICANA
DE ASTRONOMÍA Y ASTROFÍSICA: SOME
HISTORY AND MUSINGS ON THE FUTURE
Christine Allen1 and Silvia Torres-Peimbert1

After 42 years of continuously publishing the Re-
vista Mexicana de Astronomı́a y Astrof́ısica, we cast
a short retrospective view on its history and we share
our plans for the future.

RMxAA was founded in 1974. Founding edi-
tors were P. Pishmish, E. Mendoza and S. Torres-
Peimbert. RMxAA has published original research
papers in all areas of astronomy, astrophysics and
related fields. Until 1994 RMxAA also published
the proceedings of astronomical conferences held in
México and Latin America. Since 1995 a Series de-
voted exclusively to such proceedings was founded,
RMxAC, Revista Mexicana de Astronomı́a y As-
trof́ısica (Serie de Conferencias).

All papers submitted to RMxAA are sent to in-
ternationally recognized experts to be strictly refer-
eed. RMxAA is included in Current Contents, Sci-
ence Citation Index and other relevant international
indexes. Both publications are fully integrated into
the ADS. Their contents have always been freely
available to the general public. All this ensures a
wide international visibility, comparable to that of
the best astronomical journals.

The impact factor of RMxAA has varied over
the years, mostly as a consequence of small number
statistics. The average impact factor is about 2.4,
far larger than that of all but a few Latin American
scientific journals.

The editorial independence of RMxAA, the fact
that there are no page charges for authors, and that
the printed version is distributed free of charge to
astronomical libraries all over the world motivate us
to look forward with optimism to many more years
of publication. In view of recent developments in the
scientific publishing field, we have applied to obtain
the DOI for the published papers, and are in the
process of becoming an all-electronic publication.

1 Instituto de Astronomı́a, Universidad Nacional Autónoma
de México, México (chris, silvia@astro.unam.mx).

ENGAGING UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS IN
SPACE WEATHER RESEARCH AT A 2- YEAR

COLLEGE
M. C. Damas1

The Queensborough Community College (QCC) of
the City University of New York (CUNY), a Hispanic
and minority-serving institution, has been very suc-
cessful at engaging undergraduate students in space
weather research for the past ten years. Recently, it
received two awards to support student research and
education in solar and atmospheric physics under
the umbrella discipline of space weather. Through
these awards, students receive stipends during the
academic year and summer to engage in scientific re-
search. Students also have the opportunity to com-
plete a summer internship at NASA and at other
partner institutions. Funding also supports the de-
velopment of course materials and tools in space
weather. Educational materials development and
the challenges of engaging students in research as
early as their first year will be discussed. Once fund-
ing is over, how is the program sustained? Sustaining
such a program, as well as how to implement it at
other universities will also be discussed.

1 Queensborough Community College of the City Uni-
versity of New York (CUNY); Bayside, NY, USA
(mdamas@qcc.cuny.edu).


