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OAFA: THE PLACE UNDER THE SKY OF THE ANDES THAT HOUSES
THE MASTER
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C. N. Francile1, J. Pérez1, L. Marmolejo1, J. Sedeño1, J. Navarro1, F. De La Jara1, and V. Rivero1

This paper shows the infrastructure and dis-
coveries made by Russian instruments in-
stalled in the Carlos U. Cesco high altitude
station.

The OAFA high altitude station (Cesco Station)
is located in the Andes Mountains at 2,500 meters
above sea level. It has a dry and arid climate, with
excellent sky conditions. Inaugurated in 1965 by
Yale University, it now belongs to National Univer-
sity of San Juan. It was originally dedicated to as-
trometry, although also devoted to astrophysical and
solar investigations. The Felix Aguilar Astronomical
Observatory (OAFA) in Argentina and the Moscow
State University in Russia, celebrated in 2016 the
renewal of an agreement of international coopera-
tion and signed for the installation of a system of
electronic cameras called MASTER I and MASTER
II, located in OAFA’s Cesco Station. According
to the agreement, a dome was built to house the
cameras Master I and Master II, together named
as MASTER-OAFA (Lat=31.48◦ S, Lon=69.20◦ W).
These telescopes began operating within the MAS-
TER global network from June 2016, working reg-
ularly under the excellent sky of the Argentinian
Andes. From this site GRB and novas have been
detected (Buckley et al. 2018) also contributing to
the MPC with asteroids positions (Figure 1). The
biggest discovery made to the present date was the
kilonova (Figure 2), that resulted from the merger
of two neutron stars in NGC 4993 galaxy (Abbott et
al. 2017; Lipunov et al. 2017). The MASTER Global
Robotic Network is a fast pointing alert and follow-
up system, located in both Northern and Southern
hemispheres, very suitable to investigate large fields
of view in short time, with its own real-time optical
transients auto-detection software.
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Fig. 1. Nova discovered with Master in Argentina.

Fig. 2. Merger of two neutron stars in NGC 4993.
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