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Obituary: Julieta Fierro (1948 - 2025)
Silvia Torres-Peimbert

Julieta Fierro. Credit: J. C. Yustis

Julieta Fierro Gossmann was astronomer and science communicator. She was born and lived in Mexico City.
Her education was at Facultad de Ciencias, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, UNAM, where she

obtained a BSc in 1973, as well as a MSc in 1976 on ‘Physical Conditions along the Disk of the Spiral Galaxy
M101.’ Both studies were supervised by Manuel Peimbert. She started working as a research assistant at Instituto
de Astronomía of UNAM in 1973, where she transitioned to Associate Researcher and later as Full Professor of
Astronomy. Julieta was elected head of the Dirección General de Divulgación de la Ciencia of UNAM from 2000 to
2004.

From 2004, she held a chair on the prestigious language organization Academia Mexicana de la Lengua.
She participated in all the educational activities in the International Astronomical Union as a member and

president of the Astronomy Education and Development Commission, and later as a member of Division C:
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Education Outreach and Heritage. Julieta was also a member of Division H, dedicated to Interstellar Matter and
Local Universe.

Most of her astronomical research was centered on the study of the physical conditions and chemical
composition on HII regions and planetary nebulae; it was mostly carried out in collaboration with Manuel
Peimbert and myself. Her earlier publications were signed as J. F. Rayo, although later she signed as J. Fierro.

Early in her career, she developed a keen interest in teaching and popularizing astronomy. Her lectures on
astronomy at the Facultad de Ciencias inspired many students to pursue scientific careers.

She excelled in the field of popularization of astronomy. Her imaginative presentations, full of joy and
enthusiasm, were so well-received that Julieta was actively sought as a speaker. Julieta participated in hundreds of
invited lectures and radio emissions where she discussed science and spoke about her passion for it. Her activities
expanded not only to be repeatedly interviewed on TV programs but also to conduct science popularization TV
programs.

She was responsible for the foundation of the astronomy section atMuseo Universum, one of the most popular
science museums in Latin America; she also collaborated with several museums in Mexico and in other countries.
Besides her numerous presentations, she designed multiple science workshops for children, particularly during
the COVID-19 lockdown in Mexico in 2020.

Her popularization and children’s books on astronomy and science were more than 40. The topics covered in
those books range from eclipses, comets, stars, interstellar matter, and galaxies, to scientific personalities. She also
published dozens of articles on national and international periodicals.

Among the numerous awards she received in Mexico are theMedalla al Mérito Ciudadano of the Asamblea de
Representantes of Mexico City and the designation of Woman of the Year in 2005. Among her international honors
are: the UNESCO Kalinga Prize for the Popularization of Science, the Science Outreach Award from the Third
World Academy of Sciences, and the Klumpke-Roberts Prize from the Astronomical Society of the Pacific. She
also received three honorary degrees.

Julieta is survived by her children, Agustin and Luis Rayo, her grandson, Félix, and her brothers, Héctor and
Rafael Fierro.
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