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ASTRONOMY AND NON-FORMAL
EDUCATION AS PROMOTERS OF SCIENTIFIC
LITERACY: THE CASE OF THE RODOLPHO
CANIATO ASTRONOMICAL POLE
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Astronomy is one of the Sciences that most causes
fascination and curiosity in the general public, and
thus, it can be used as a gateway to motivate the
interest and participation of students and the gen-
eral community in the scientific enterprise, thus en-
hancing the formation of scientifically literate citi-
zens. , capable of making critical decisions about
the world around them. As a way of working to-
wards this cause, the use of Non-Formal Education
spaces becomes an interesting alternative. In this
sense, as a way of exemplifying how this relationship
between Astronomy and the formation of scientifi-
cally literate citizens occurs, this work presents an
overview of the activities and research in teaching
carried out within the scope of the Rodolpho Cani-
ato Astronomical Pole, located at UTFPR Campus
Campo Mourao, Brazil, to which scientific literacy
indicators are associated and discussed.
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